The use of lasers in otolaryngology.
Laser therapy for certain lesions of the larynx and airways has provided a useful alternative to the destructive, scar-producing surgical procedures of the past. The application of this technique requires awareness on the part of the anesthetist of the special requirements of the patient, the technology, and the surgeon. Continual vigilance, organized procedure, effective crisis management, and effective decision making are essential to providing each patient with an optimal laser experience. As our experience continues to grow, the cost-benefit aspects of laser therapy will be carefully scrutinized and will determine the future usefulness of this technique.